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Contributions please to mistertonmagazine@gmail.com or through the letter box at 
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Note from the editors 

You may have noticed the days getting longer recently and maybe now that March is here 
we can start looking forward to spring. It is an optimistic time of year, which never felt more 
fitting than now, when a tentative air of hope seems to finally prevail after the uncertainty 
of last year; a subject our vicar, Jonathan Morris, talks about in his letter this month. 

This month we also have some entertaining memories of Misterton from Gordon Boalch, 
captured by John Coquet. Our cover photo this month is by our multi-talented former editor 
Maureen Albert, who says she is more confident drawing (when she can rub out!) but is 
obviously quite at home painting too. 

We hope you have a good month. 

Jacquie Lyus and Sarah Watt 





By appointment only 
Please call to arrange a home visit or an appointment at the workshop 





 
News from the Parish Council and Recreation Field Trust 

We were delighted to welcome back the newly restored fingerpost at the crossroads last 
month. I am sure you will all agree that the forge has done a wonderful job and it looks very 
smart. We hope to be in a position to refurbish the post at the end of Silver Street/North 
Perrott road junction in the forthcoming financial year - watch this space for further updates.  

In other news, the art gallery and book swap in the Silver Street telephone kiosk has been 
very warmly received. Local artist and installation creator Natasha Rand has a new project 
planned to replace the current one in the next few weeks so keep your eyes (and ears) open 
for further details. 

At the time of writing, we have no further news on the Middle Street bridge works, which 
were delayed from the planned start in February. Keep an eye on the website/Facebook 
page for up-to-date information as we get it. 

The new extension at the cemetery has benefited from a further grant of trees from the 
District Council and the Parish Councillors would like to thank Mike Furniss for his time in 
getting these planted out. 

The new Village Emergency Telephone System (VETS) is now operational and full details can 
be found in Phil Clifton’s article in this issue of the magazine. 

As always, any issues you wish to raise with the Parish Councillors/Rec Field Trustees can be 
sent via email mistertonpc@gmail.com, or by telephone to the Clerk on 07917 753361. The 
PC mailbox is now situated just inside the WI Hall gates and post is collected weekly. Stay 
safe and well. 

Cllr Iain Rowland, Chair 

WELCOME INFORMATION LEAFLET for newcomers to the village - a useful leaflet telling you 
all you need to know about Misterton is available on our website at Misterton Parish 
Council; alternatively, if you would like a copy via email or a hard copy, please contact the 
Parish Clerk at mistertonpc@gmail.com. Village businesses who advertise in this leaflet 
should forward any amendments to the Parish Clerk. 

R. L. GOWERS 
Builder – Decorator   Roofing – Plumbing 

General Building Repairs 

26 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

TEL: (01460) 30369 

07779 072793 

mailto:mistertonpc@gmail.com




Misterton Emergency and Resilience Team update 

This month we have an update on the service MERT tries to provide for the village. 

Volunteer Emergency Telephone System 01460 455602. Following on from the installation 
of a defibrillator in Silver Street the village now has a dedicated emergency telephone 
number. If you need urgent help from the MERT you can call this number and, all being well, 
get the assistance you require. 

Examples: 
1) You have need for the defibrillator but are unable to leave the casualty. Having called 

999 you can then call 01460 455602 and a team member, if available, will help in 
getting the defibrillator to you. 

2) Your property is in imminent danger of being flooded and you would like sandbags 
etc. Call 01460 455602 and a team member should be able to help. 

There is no guarantee that a team member will be available as we only have four households 
on the team at the time of writing but we will do our best. Please note this is not a 
replacement for 999 but an addition that may be of help. 

To make this system more effective we could do with more volunteers. Can you help? All 
that is required is to respond to an emergency call and get the ball rolling. 

You do not need to be trained in defibrillator use or first aid but it would be useful and to 
this end training will be given once we are able to hold sessions. Contact the team on the 
non-emergency numbers if you can help or would like more information. 

Village Flood Plan. A gentle reminder to Misterton owners of Riparian Rights. In order to 
progress the Village Flood Plan, we would be very grateful if those who have not yet 
completed the recently distributed questionnaire, please do so as soon as possible – many 
thanks. For more general flood information please have a look at floodwessex@environment
-agency.gov.uk. 

In the meantime stay safe and let the team know if you have any issues we might be able to 
help with. 

Phil Clifton 
MERT member 
01460 73815 
philclifton@hotmail.com 

Misterton Emergency and Resilience Team 

If an incident occurs in Misterton and you would like the assistance of the emergency and 
resilience team please call: 

Iain Rowland on 01460 78951 or 07968 232998 
Phil Clifton and Sally Gray on 01460 73815 or 07775 841204 philclifton@hotmail.com 
Peter Meakins on 01460 74220 
Pete Marshall and Jackson Marshall on 01460 73507 or 07909 967319  / 07980 768125 

mailto:philclifton@hotmail.com
mailto:philclifton@hotmail.com


Puzzle corner 

Test your brain power with these Countdown style puzzles. If you really want to challenge 
yourself, set a timer for 30 seconds and see how close you can get. Answers can be found on 
page 33 of the magazine - but no looking before you have a go! No prize this time, these are 
just for fun. 

A. Target:  Numbers: 

B. Target:  Numbers: 

C. Target:  Numbers: 

4 7 9 50 2 421 6 

973 

692 

8 2 6 100 5 7 

4 2 5 75 9 

Road closure 

The proposed road closure to carry out work on the weak bridge, which was scheduled for 
Monday 1st to 28th February, has been postponed by SSDC. Further updates are awaited. 
However, the 18 ton restriction still applies. 

1 





Misterton Gardeners Association 

Gardening notes 

For Misterton gardens, March represents the start of the gardening year. Spring arrives by 
the middle of the month and our soils begin to warm up. Of course, there are windy days 
(when you don’t want to be out in the garden) but in my experience this month always 
brings us a short period of sunny days. So you need to prepare for this. It really will cheer 
you up - particularly after the very difficult winter we have had. 

If you have the space, do put in some early potatoes. The varieties that do well here are 
Charlotte and International Kidney (the latter known as Jersey Royal if grown in Jersey). It is 
time to cut back winter shrubs and generally tidy up around the garden. Divide perennials 
and protect emerging shoots from slugs. Onion sets can also be sown - they produce so 
much better onions than shop bought ones. On days when it is windy or cold, stay indoors 
and prepare seed beds in trays. Sow sweet peas in trainers (the cardboard inside of loo rolls 
will serve the same purpose) as peas always develop long roots; they can be planted out 
later. Tomato and courgette seeds can also be sown now and kept on a warm windowsill. 
And on a day when the grass is dry you can give your lawn a gentle cut, keeping the blades 
well up. 

Give your roses a final pruning and 
then top dress them with compost. 
One shrub which has given us great 
pleasure this year is our wych hazel. It 
is over now but I thought I would 
share this photo with you. 

John Dyke 
01460 77233 

Hand cream appeal 

The Mayor of Crewkerne is also Deputy Chair of the League of Friends of Crewkerne 
Hospital. She has put out an appeal for donations of hand cream for the staff as they are 
suffering with sore hands due to washing them so much. If anyone has any unopened or new 
50-100ml tubes and would like to donate some could you please leave them in the box 
under the porch at The Poppies, Silver Street or in the porch of Chestnut Lodge, Broughtons 
Drive. 

Many thanks. 







Letter from the Vicar 

The middle of this month will see the anniversary of the start of the first lockdown - I 
remember the date well - day one was on my birthday! It has been an extraordinary year 
with all the sadness and struggles that people have experienced through loss and illness. 
There has been real uncertainty over people’s livelihoods too, with many businesses barely 
hanging on. For children and young people and their families it has been tough - with 
schools closed except for the children of key workers, colleges and universities pretty much 
going 100% online and gateways to the world of work cut back. 

There have been some good things too - our public services, spearheaded by the National 
Health Service and those in the care sector but also our teachers, emergency services, 
postmen and women, delivery drivers and shopkeepers all have kept together the fabric of 
our lives. We seemed to rediscover the virtue of solidarity too as we set up networks of 
support to ensure people were cared for. 

With the hope generated by the arrival of various vaccines, which have been administered 
at breath taking speed, everyone is now looking forward to getting back to normal. Who 
knows maybe the pubs will be open on my birthday this year - although I doubt it! Build back 
better say our leaders and it would be great to think that we can bring the same energy, 
commitment, and expertise to tackling the problems that we face. There are real changes: 
an ever-widening gap in income and opportunity between people; the funding of how we 
want to care for our elderly relatives; school budgets stretched to breaking point; the 
flourishing of our children and young people and the even bigger challenge of rebuilding the 
economy that does not risk making the problem of climate change even worse. 

Locally, in Misterton real challenges lie ahead; by the middle of the month Somerset County 
Council will have made the decision about the future for schools in the area, with Misterton 
under the threat of closing with the move to a two-tier system of primary and secondary. 
This is not a comment on the quality of schooling at Misterton which remains excellent, but 
rather reflects the fact that there are too many primary school places for the number of 
children. 

St Leonard’s too faces an uncertain future as we struggle to find the people willing to take 
on the necessary roles in running the Church. More details about this elsewhere in the 
magazine. 

We aim to open for services again on the Easter weekend; what a hopeful note to be able to 
come together and give thanks after a long, dark and difficult winter. 

With every blessing for the month ahead.  

Rev Jonathan Morris 
01460 72356 
jonbea@cooptel.net 







A ninety-year-old’s memories of his Misterton childhood 

The nonagenarian in question is Gordon Boalch. He has lived in the village since 1930, and 
now lives in a farmhouse, ‘Hillside’, in Middle Street. He was born in Crewkerne but moved 
to Misterton when four months old. So it’s over to you now, Gordon. 

He says, ‘In the 1930s I lived at the bottom of Chard Road - now known as Cathole Bridge 
Road - in one of three thatched cottages. The village had four shops in those days:  Mrs 
Legg’s near the Baptist chapel, Mr Vardy’s Post Office - run by Miss Jones - and with a 
bakehouse at the rear, Mrs Sweet’s and Mrs Lane’s near the railway bridge in Silver Street. 

I used Chard Road as a racetrack, riding my fairly large tricycle up and down it and in and out 
of Church Lane. I could do that pretty safely in those days because there were only horse 
and carts and the odd car to avoid. I also whizzed down Unity Lane on my trike with my feet 
on the handlebars. My mates and I spent much of our free time on the recreation field. All 
the village lads played football up there. Most of us played in wellingtons or hob-nailed 
boots because not many of our parents could afford to buy us proper football boots. 

The village school that I went to had three teachers in those days. The headmistress lived in 
the schoolhouse and we kids played in the playground. During school holidays we went up 
Bales (the hill to the south-west of St Leonard’s church) or the adjoining land belonging to 
Kingshay Barton, where we built camps and had bonfires. We used to swim in the River 
Parrett with girls from North Perrott. We were never home, and nobody knew where we 
were or what we were doing. Just as well, too, as we got up to all sorts of mischief. 

We let off fireworks on people’s doors and even put one under the saddle of the village 
policeman’s bike as he went past. When it went off, he went one way, and the bike went the 
other. In the early ‘40s the Globe Inn had railings on each side of the porch. When it was 
dark, we thought it amusing to tie a piece of string a few inches high between them, so 
when customers tripped over it they went into the pub head first. We also tied the front 
door of the house next to the chapel to the chapel’s railings to prevent the owners getting 
out. 

There were only a few cars in Misterton at the time. Bread was delivered by horse and carts 
from Mr Vardy’s bakehouse. The horses were kept in a shed where Mark Hillier’s garage now 
displays its cars. The post was delivered on bikes ridden by Mr Sweet and by Mr Steer from 
South Perrott. Like the bread, it was delivered to Chedington, South Perrott and Seaborough 
whatever the weather. 

Three Nissen huts were built when the war came. They occupied what used to be the 
vicarage field next to the school, and their bases are still there. The huts were first occupied 
by British troops of the 44th Signals Division but were eventually taken over by American 
forces together with the then WI hut and a thatched house in Silver Street. Their cookhouse 
was behind the Globe Inn, and their eating-hall was across the road next to what used to be 
the blacksmith’s workshop. The GIs lived very well and were good to us kids, handing out 
chewing gum - “Got any gum, chum?” Local ladies were supplied with nylons and cigarettes. 



The recreation field was ploughed up to grow corn during the war to help with the food 
shortages. The side that was left ran down to the tennis court (a single grass court in those 
days) but we were left with a small play area containing the swings, a climbing-frame, and a 
sandpit. We coped, though, and played in Unity Lane on homemade carts. We climbed trees 
and sometimes fell out of them. We boys had lots of fights, of course, but that was all part of 
growing up and no one got really hurt. Naturally, we never told our parents what we had 
been getting up to  

We had evacuees here during the war, and one lot came with a master - a right so-and-so. 
Until two or three years ago I was still in touch with Stan Chidley who had been one of them. 

After the Americans left for D-Day, the WI hut was returned to the WI. When the women 
had meetings, we kids were able to crawl under it because it was supported by pillars on 
sloping ground. Once there, we set up rook-scarers. It took about fifteen minutes till they 
went off with a succession of bangs and the meetings ended in chaos. Mind you, we were 
well away by that time. 

In 1942 I went to Crewkerne grammar school. It was the first time I had owned a two-wheel 
bike, bought from Young’s bike shop up the Mosterton Road. I played rugby, cricket, hockey 
and did cross-country running even in the rain and snow. But I still went up to the rec to play 
football with the local boys when I came home. I was able to cycle home for lunch every day. 
If it was raining, we went up Crewkerne’s Church Street to the British Restaurant where we 
could get a hot meal and a suet pudding with custard for a shilling - 5p nowadays. We had to 
go to school on Saturday mornings. Many kids had to walk to and from it in all weathers 
even from Henley and Seaborough, so I was lucky to have my bike, wasn’t I? 

Misterton was a wonderful place to live in after the war. Everybody knew everybody else. I 
joined a youth club set up by Donald Woodland and Ralph Fripp which was in the WI hut. 

I often look back on those times. I know life was hard during and after the war, especially for 
adults with responsibilities. But for us youngsters they were good times, never to be 
forgotten.’  

John Coquet 







Misterton Church of England First School 

Misterton School has continued to provide an amazing 
education for the children of critical workers and for the children who have 
been learning from home during this third lockdown period. I have been 
amazed and humbled by the resilience and positivity of the staff team as they deliver the 
children's learning in creative and technically challenging ways! Our children and families at 
home have impressed me, once again, with their daily efforts and the super work they are 
sharing with their teachers. 

Sienna Madgin and Deven Shurvinton, two of our Year Four children, recently took part in a 
virtual student conference with our Crewkerne and Ilminster Schools and were commended 
for their skills of articulation and mindfulness of others. We are very proud of them! 

Amidst all of this, the hugely disappointing news about the Area Proposals going forward 
into its second consultation period has been devastating for all. I would like to thank the 
whole community for their support with challenging these proposals. In particular, the 
Crewkerne Ladies Football Team who walked/ran 555km to raise money to support the 
Judicial Review and the Larcombe, Long and Palmer families who have worked tirelessly to 
bring about this possible legal challenge. We are not opposed to change and there are 
aspects of the proposal which could be exciting and forward moving for Misterton if we can 
successfully challenge our closure. 

Take care and stay safe 

Crewkerne Probus Club 

Probus Clubs provide regular gatherings for those retired or semi-retired business or 

professional people who, in retirement, appreciate and value opportunities to meet 

others in similar circumstances and with similar interests. 

Crewkerne Probus Club organises meetings for lunch on the last Wednesday of each 

month. These are held at the Windwhistle Inn at 12.15 for 1.00pm. The 2 course meal 

currently costs £15 per head and is followed by an after lunch speaker on an interesting 

topic. 

Each year special events are held to which our partners, as well as other guests, are 

invited – a Ladies Lunch in May, an Autumn Supper, a Christmas Lunch and a summer 

outing. 

If you are a retired professional or business man living in the Crewkerne area, why not 

consider joining us? Contact David Bryant on 01460 74422  



Old photos of Misterton 

Misterton School 
pupils in early 
1900s. 

Mr Tompkins 
was the 
headteacher - he 
is in the picture. 

Misterton 
Womens 
Friendly Society 
who appeared at 
fetes and 
carnival in late 
1920s and 30s. 

There is a name, 
Mrs E Lamb, on 
the back of the 
photo, but it is 
not clear if she is 
in the picture. 

Photos kindly made available by Margaret Lamb from her father, Peter Lamb’s collection. 



What are senior citizens worth and their circle of friends  

Did you know that old folk are worth a fortune? Well, they are, and apart from the usual 
portfolio of savings, investments, house & pensions their bodies are asset rich. Not only do 
they have silver in their hair and gold in their teeth their mineral wealth does not end there. 

Look a bit deeper & you will invariably find stones in their kidneys and lead in their feet. The 
vast amounts of untapped biogas within their plumbing often exceeds containment by the 
blow-off hardware. 

Old folk are also rich in friends - in my case I am a little older since I last wrote here & a few 
changes have come into my life. I have made acquaintance with a handful of new gentlemen 
- some of you may also be acquainted with these characters. 

On a typical day I get called by Will Power to get out of bed and pay my respects to Thomas 
Crapper. Next is to enjoy breakfast with Mr Kellogg and the refreshing company of Mr Tetley 
or my other breakfast companion I just call PG. 

Days go a bit downhill from here though. 

Arthur Ritis knows he is most unwelcome but insists on staying all day. Sometimes he 
doesn't want to stay in one place, so he takes me from joint to joint which is so tiring. Al 
Zeimer is also trying to get his foot in the door - might be after my assets!! After all that I am 
glad to go to bed with Johnny Walker. What a life! 

The Minister called the other day and said that at my age I should be thinking of the 
Hereafter. I told him that I do that all day long no matter where I am - in the bedroom, 
kitchen, sitting room and even in the garden I stop and ask myself "Now, what am I here 
after?" 

Mark Heseltine 







The Church of St Leonard, Misterton 

Vicar: The Reverend Jonathan Morris 01460 72356 

Churchwarden: Rob Jeffreys 01460 279827 Treasurer: Maureen Shepley 01460 723798 

Church services 

St. Leonard’s PCC met recently and discussed the possible reopening of our church in the 
light of the anticipated easing of current restrictions. The following decisions were made: 

March 2021: The church will remain closed during the month of March. 

April 2021: The church will reopen on Good Friday (2nd April) for the usual Good Friday 
Service of Reflection at 10.00am. On Easter Day, we shall hold a Communion Service at 
eleven o’clock in accordance with the Book of Common Prayer. Thereafter, normal services 
will continue as far as possible and full details will appear in next month’s edition of the 
Misterton Village Magazine. 

Please note that it is anticipated the current restrictions on social distancing will still be in 
force when we re-open and this will limit numbers we can allow to enter for a service to 
about 30, depending on ‘bubbles’. 

Rob Jeffreys 
Churchwarden 

Hardwood logs for sale 

£65 for a dumpy bag, brim full of warming logs, seasoned and indoor stored 

smaller quantities available  Free local delivery 

Contact Simon on 07768 980887 / 01460 72795 

simon@sjcfencingsolutions.co.uk 

Where next for St Leonard’s Church  

Regular readers of the village news will know that your Parish Church in Misterton needs 
help. We need to find people who will take on the roles of Treasurer, Secretary and 
Churchwarden, if we are to remain open. The congregation, while small, is faithful and loyal 
but we need help with the running of the Church. At our annual meeting this year we will be 
discussing what the future holds for St Leonard’s. This is to give advance notice of that 
meeting, which will be held on Thursday 28th April at 4.00pm in St Leonard’s Church. The 
Parochial Church Council would encourage everybody who is on the Church electoral roll to 
come long to that meeting. There will be more information in the April magazine, but in the 
meantime if you would like any further information do please contact either Jonathan 
Morris or Rob Jeffreys. 

mailto:simon@sjcfencingsolutions.co.uk


Misterton Tennis Club 

Misterton Tennis Club are pleased to congratulate James Darby, a regular player over the 
years, on achieving his blue from Cambridge last year. James has represented Cambridge at 
tennis for several years but had to wait until last year to play in the important Varsity match 
against Oxford to receive his award last summer. James spent many hours practising at the 
club with his younger brother Nicholas, assisted by his father Mark feeding him tennis balls 
from the ball machine, and always encouraged by his mother Carol. 

The club is still closed because of the latest lockdown but hopes to have the AGM via Zoom 
early in March. Misterton Tennis Club have entered teams in the Yeovil and District Tennis 
league for this summer but with major Somerset events such as Glastonbury Festival and 
Yeovilton Air Day already cancelled, perhaps this is a little ambitious. 

Chris Ellis 

Ron Passmore Ltd 

Newspaper and Magazine 
Delivery 

A top quality reliable service whatever 
the weather. 

Deliveries 7 days a week. 

(Excl. Sundays, Christmas Day, Boxing Day 

and New Year) 

Free delivery - new customers in the 

first 4 weeks 

Tel: 07368 411662 

Email: passmore.newspapers@gmail.com 

https://passmorenewspapers.wixsite.com/
ronpassmoreltd 

Did you know? Official names for commonplace things 

The wire cages over the corks in champagne bottles are called muselets. 

The dent in the bottom of a wine bottle is called a punt. 

John Coquet 

mailto:passmore.newspapers@gmail.com
https://passmorenewspapers.wixsite.com/ronpassmoreltd
https://passmorenewspapers.wixsite.com/ronpassmoreltd






Eye witness to Crewkerne train disaster 

Further to our recent article about the Crewkerne train accident, Jeff White remembers its 
immediate aftermath well. He was living in Mosterton at the time and working on the Chapel 
Court farm there, busy milking a dozen or so cows. From his vantage point on high ground 
he saw the stationary locomotive down the line from Crewkerne station with smoke still 
belching from its funnel. Later, he was able to see how the track's wooden sleepers were all 
ripped to pieces. When asked whether he had rushed down to the station to see if he could 
help, ‘oh no,’ he said, ‘I still had cows to milk.’  

John Coquet 

Village fingerposts 

It was good to see whilst walking around the village that the fingerpost at the Misterton 
crossroads has been refurbished, repainted and put back into place. An expensive job to 
have done.  So well done and thanks to the Chairman and Members of the Parish Council. 

Geoff Albert 





Misterton WI 

At the time of going to press there is not much to report, other than the WI 
hall will remain closed until we have heard the Prime Minister’s much 
awaited revelations (delayed from the 15th to 22nd February) about the 

lockdown. We continue to keep in touch with our members through our monthly newsletter 
and, like other village organisations, we hope to resume normal service as soon as possible, 
if in a somewhat staged fashion depending on the restrictions! 

February saw us lose one of our long serving ladies, 92-year-old Betty Reynolds, who passed 
away peacefully in Yeovil Hospital on the 12th February. RIP Betty. 

From the Minutes of the Committee and Members Meetings held 100 years ago this month: 

The monthly meeting was held on the 7th March 1921 - there was a good attendance. The 
first part of the evening consisted of a sewing class and curtains given by the vice president 
were made, fitted, and hung in the parish room. Tea and coffee were enjoyed and the 
meeting closed with a Whist Drive. Prizes given by the Treasurer and Secretary were won by 
Mrs Gill and Mr Tomkins. 

A committee meeting was held on Wednesday 9th March 1921 - it was attended by all 
members except Mrs Boalch and Dyer. The accounts of the Whist Drive were received and 
showed a balance in hand of £4 0s 7d, which was handed to the Treasurer; besides this £1 
10s 0d paid for stamps was being reclaimed by the Customs House. It was decided to 
abandon the proposed meeting on March 14th afternoon as the organiser wished to see an 
ordinary meeting which would be impossible in the afternoon. An invitation to attend the 
meeting at Hinton was gratefully acknowledged. It was also decided to hold a jumble sale to 
procure funds to help pay the expenses of the members who wished to visit Bath for the 
Exhibition in May - the 11th or 12th April being suggested. 

A committee meeting at short notice was held on March 18th 2021 to arrange a speaker for 
the April meeting, Miss Ashton-Jones being unable to attend. Mrs Ravenshaw from the 
National Economy committee, having offered to speak, was accepted. The latter part of the 
programme to be dancing by The Kiddies Dancing Class and the latter part of the May 
meeting games; June - a play by children. Mrs Goldedge had been suggested as the organiser 
to attend the June meeting in place of Mrs Mayo, who could not be arranged. It was decided 
to admit visitors, at 6d per head. 

Carol Walker 

Puzzle corner - answers 

A. 50 - 4 = 46  9 x 46 = 414  7 + 414 = 421 

B. 2 x 100 = 200  200 - 7 = 193  5 x 193 = 965  8 + 965 = 973 

C. 75 - 4 = 71  5 x 71 = 355  355 - 9 = 346  2 x 346 = 692 





Dates for your Diary 

March 2021 

Tuesday March 16th Parish Council Meeting 6:30pm Zoom 

Thursday April 28th Church Annual Meeting 4:00pm St Leonard’s Church 

4Family mentors: an opportunity to make a real difference  

Since 2011 Yeovil4Family, hosted by Yeovil Community Church, has worked successfully in 
partnership with SSDC and other key agencies in supporting struggling families providing 
support in the family home. Our role has been to deliver a family support programme by 
providing link workers and volunteer mentors who are the families’ voice amongst the 
agencies so that they can regain control over their own lives and feel empowered and 
equipped to move forward. 

During the summer of 2020, we secured significant funding and are, therefore, looking to 
expand our reach from Yeovil to across South Somerset. Working with a link worker, 
mentors play a crucial role. Being a volunteer mentor takes approximately two hours each 
week; one1 hour with the family or individual you have been matched with and up to an 
hour with your link worker. You must be able to commit to being part of the programme for 
a minimum of six months. 

We know that it can appear daunting to take on a role such as this and, therefore, we 
support each mentor by offering training, support from other programme workers and an 
opportunity to meet up regularly with other 4Family mentors. 

To explore whether being a 4Family mentor may be for you, find out more about 
Yeovil4Family at https://yeovilcommunitychurch.co.uk/yeovil-4-family/. For further 
information please contact Deanne Mahoney at deanne.mahony@yeovil4family.org.uk or by 
telephone on 01935 530050. You can also post any queries to Yeovil4Family, The GateWay, 
Addlewell Lane, Yeovil, BA20 1QN. 

Kerbside waste collections 

As from Monday 1st February, these collections will commence at the earlier time of 6:00am 
(previously 7:00am). This is due to staff sickness from Covid related illnesses. Please make 
sure you have your waste out at the earlier time as return trips will not be made. 




