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Note the ruins of an ancient mill and another fish 
sculpture. Cross the river over a gate/stile and TR. 
Follow the river downstream for about 1 km crossing 
4 stiles. Majestic country scenery through this lush 
river valley where much of the land has never been 
cultivated: deer roam here and much other wildlife is 
present. SA until a sturdy footbridge is reached across 
the river. Cross it. On the other side follow the river 
until you come to the A30 road. Climb steps up to 
the road and cross (taking care). Notice the centuries 
old work by the hamstone craftsmen and the more 
recently placed footstones reading “Footsteps echo 
where once water flowed”. 
3. Continue along the field beyond the bridge and 
across the road to the former Haselbury Mill. This was 
once a major mill of the River Parrett and contains 
many fine hamstone features; it is now a pub/ 
restaurant, so stop for refreshment. You will now need 
to retrace your footsteps: over the A30, across the 
footbridge and back 1km upstream until you reach 2 
wooden footbridges. Cross the farthest one SA. This is 
over a stream known as the Viney which marks the 
historic western boundary of Misterton parish. Follow 
the Parrett for another 200m until you come to a long 
thin copse. (This was formerly part of an ancient field 
access track). TR and follow this copse along. Go over 
2 stiles and you will come into an open field, go SA 
and over a stile. You are now in Stonecutters Lane: 
once used as part of a 40 mile trek by stone masons as 
they walked seeking work from the Ham Hill Quarries 
to those at Portland. At the end of the Lane TR, and 
after 200m take the FP across the middle of the field. 
Here you join the first part of the walk, SA under the 
railway bridge, TR and then into the recreation field 
and back to the CP and Village Hall.

CP=Car Park   R = Right   L=Left   TR =Turn Right 
TL = Turn Left  BR =Bear Right  SA =Straight Ahead 
BL =Bear Left  FP= Footpath  PH =Public House
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Walk 2: 
Badgers and Buzzards 
Time: 2 hours 

A 2 hour easy to moderate walk – following part of the 
Liberty Trail – through open countryside and shady 
lanes. 

1. Leave the Village Hall CP in the direction of Unity 
Lane. TR onto FP with a paddock on the L and a hedge 
on the R. SA past the allotments and down Tunnel 
Steps. Tunnel Steps is so called because there was once 
a house above the steps – forming a tunnel. At the 
bottom of the steps TR up the hill. Cross the road 
before the corner. Care. TL into Church Lane. SA 
towards the Church. The Church was constructed in 
1840 replacing an earlier one on the same site. 
Leaving the Church TR and after 15m take the FP to 
the R. You are now on the Liberty Trail. Go diagonally 
to the top Right Hand corner of the field then through a 
gate SA to the hedge near an Ash tree. Over the stile 
and go diagonally R to the top right hand corner 
where there is a stile in the hedge. Cross stile and 
continue SA keeping the hedge to your R. 

2. After 150m you come to a gap in a hedge where a 
gate once was. SA another 150m into a lane. Follow 
the lane SA until you come to a gate on your L. Go 
through this gate and go virtually SA to the Right 
Hand corner of the hedge opposite where there is a 
copse and stile into the next field. Keeping the copse 
on the L, follow the fence round the field passing a 
pylon on the way to a stile 50m away. Over the stile 
keeping the hedge on your L and you come to another 
stile, cross it and go R into the tarmac road known as 
Seaborough Lane beside 2 cottages. TR up the lane 
and continue SA until you reach a cross roads known 
as Ducks Field Crossing. Here you leave the Liberty 
Trail. TL up this ancient narrow track sign- posted 
Sandy Lane. The trees here are the favourite roost for 
buzzards. Nearing the top of the lane look to the R and 
view Lewesdon and Pilsdon Hills – the 2 highest 
points in Dorset (once both Roman forts). At the top 
of the track you emerge on to a tarmac lane. TL and 
down the hill. Glorious woods on your L and then R.
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Walk 1: 
How Green is my Valley 
 
Time: 2 ½ hours 
 

This walk takes you to the picturesque valley of the 
River Parrett – into which the Misterton stream flows. 
It takes you along part of the Parrrett Trail and 
through a wonderful tunnel under the A30 road and 
provides the chance for refreshment at Haselbury Mill. 
 

1. Keeping to the L of the recreation field, head for the 
stile to the L of the Tennis Courts. TL under the railway 
bridge and when you come to the field, TR to follow 
the track. After 300m you cross Misterton stream and 
on the other side come out onto the tarmac road of Mill 
Lane. TL. At the end of the lane take the FP to the R. 
As you do, glance across to Mill Farmhouse. This once 
contained a watermill which for many centuries 
ground all the Misterton villagers corn. Follow the FP 
across 2 fields over stile, TR to gate leading into track. 
This is known as Rose Lane which was an access track 
which once served many of the northern fields 
surrounding Misterton. Go SA through gate and head 
for LH copse where on the LH side is a squeeze 
through walkway, then SA until you come to the 
footbridge across the River Parrett. 
 

2.On the far side of the river go diagonally R and over 
a gate/stile. Continue up the hill heading towards North 
Perrott  Church.  Before  reaching  the  church  glance 
back for impressive views of the Valley, the countryside 
and the hills beyond which forms Misterton’s southern 
boundary. At the Church follow the drive to the L for 
200m. You are now on the Parrett Trail. After a cattle 
grid go R, over a stile and continue SA. On your right 
is one of the prettiest cricket fields in Somerset. SA 
until a tarmac lane is reached. TL. Continue along the 
road until a sign marked Crewkerne and Misterton 
comes into view. Carry on SA to the end of the track 
where you will see a sign marked Misterton and 
Haselbury. Take the RH side stile towards Haselbury, 
down a FP with farm buildings to your L, SA to a gate, 
go through this, then BL to a fish sculpture Parrett 
Trail sign and then down the slope to a stile over this 
and follow the River Parrett upstream for about 
300m. 
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The RH wood is known as Badgers Glory. In this 
wood – filled with bluebells in springtime – are badger 
setts. The bank in the middle of the wood is the 
boundary between Somerset and Dorset. Farther down 
the lane you pass Badgers Glory cottage on the R. 
Continue SA until a crossroads in Seaborough Lane. 

3. You now have a choice of direction. If time is short
TR and continue down the lane for 1km until you reach 
the main road. TR until you come to Unity Lane. TL 
down this and head back to the CP and Village Hall. If 
time allows (and this is the recommended route) BL
over the stile and into a field with a steep hill rising to 
the R. The brook on your L is one of the 2 branches of 
origin of the Misterton stream. After 50m you pass a 
large badger sett: not only badgers but rabbits and 
foxes frequent this area. Continue around the base of 
the hill until you meet a small stepping-stone bridge on 
the L. Cross it.  Care. Bear R up the hill and along a 
terrace until you reach a fence. Cross the stile and 
continue over a field – bumpy due to some ancient 
stone quarrying – until you reach a gate/stile. A 
glorious view of Misterton’s finest houses from here. 
Cross onto a gravel drive and TL coming out again 
onto Church Lane. Retrace your route EITHER going 
up Tunnel Steps again to the allotments before the 
Village Hall CP, take one last look across the cottage 
roof-tops to the beautiful fields and hills beyond. OR, 
if in need of refreshment, continue past Tunnel Steps 
and into The Globe PH, an ancient village ale-house. 
Emerging from The Globe TL and back through 
Middle Street and at Unity Lane, TL and head back to 
the CP and Village Hall.

CP = Car Park  R = Right  L = Left  TR = Turn Right 
TL = Turn Left BR = Bear Right SA = Straight Ahead 
BL = Bear Left  PH = Public House  FP = Footpath
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Walk 3: 
Far From the Maddening Crowd 
Time: 2¼ hours 

This walk takes you to the Dorset border where it picks 
up part of the Parrett Trail. From the area north of the 
River Parrett you gain impressive views of the parish 
of Misterton in its wider rural setting. You are likely to 
see more wildlife than people on this walk. 

1. Keeping to the R of the recreation field, head for the 
short FP alongside the brick house to the right of the 
tennis courts. When you reach the lane at the end TR 
and continue until its junction with Silver Street. SA 
towards Turnpike Green and follow the FP between 
Turnpike Green and Turnpike Close. At the end of this 
FP cross the main road (care) and into a field at the 
edge of Wellspring Farm. SA to a wooden gate and SA 
to another gate. SA towards a stile over a small stream 
then SA towards the last oak tree. Here you come into 
an ancient track which forms the boundary between 
Somerset and Dorset. 

2. After 150m you will come to the River Parrett and 
the footbridge across it. On the other side is North 
Perrott parish. 300m later is a tarmac road, this is 
Pipplepen Lane. TL and after 150m you will come to 
the sign for the Parrett trail on a stile on the RH side. 
In the distance you will see a Totem Marker Pole – 
head for it passing under a pylon. SA across field 
following hedge at first to gate on railway line (take 
care). SA bearing L passing the circular island of trees 
containing the remnants of an old moat: this was once 
a medieval hunting lodge. SA past electricity pole and 
head for small totem marker pole in RH hedge; cross 
small footbridge. Aim for top LH corner of field to 
gate. Go through gate SA up hill to electricity pole. 
From here you get splendid views of Misterton parish, 
the range of hills to the south  and  Crewkerne  to  the  
far  right.  SA towards cottage. Go through gate to R 
of cottage into track. SA on track and at road TL. 
SA 500m to junction with more major road. 

3. Continue down North Perrott main road and chance 
for refreshment at Manor Arms inn. TL down Church
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Lane opposite PH and SA 350m. Between stone pillars 
opposite church TL. SA towards gate/stile. Again 
impressive views: look out for buzzards circling. SA 
towards clump of bushes behind which is a footbridge 
over the River Parrett. Bear slightly right and head for 
the squeeze stile to the right of the circular copse. 
These circular copses were created to provide cover 
and for the rearing of game birds. SA head for a gate 
which leads onto a track known as Rose Lane, another 
ancient access track. TL and continue along Rose 
Lane until it reaches Silver Street. TR, follow the road 
alongside the allotments and then under the Railway 
Bridge. (Think about how well this was constructed – 
in 1857). Continue 150m past the older cottages on 
your R until you come to a pair of white cottages. The 
first – Gemini Cottage – was once a village shop and 
the second – Summerhayes – was once a village pub 
known as The Masons Arms. TR down the FP running 
alongside Summerhayes and cross the footbridge over 
Misterton’s stream. Continue up the hill and when you 
come to the lane, retrace your footsteps to the CP and 
Village Hall.

CP = Car Park  R = Right  L = Left  TR = Turn Right 
TL = Turn Left  BR =Bear Right  SA =Straight Ahead 
BL = Bear Left  FP = Footpath  PH = Public House
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Walk 4: 
Hills, Dales and Rails 
Time: 1¾ hours 

An easy to moderate walk (with some steep stretches) 
encircling the railway line and giving delightful views 
over the countryside from Misterton’s southern 
boundary. 

1. On leaving the CP follow the lane behind the Village 
Hall towards the railway line. Cross the railway track. 
Care. Until the Beeching era this was all double-line. 
SA until you meet a track coming from the R. The field 
facing you was once part of Misterton’s Great Field, an 
area of common land shared by all villagers. Go 
diagonally L through a gap in the hedge 50m ahead. 
BR(diagonally) towards a telegraph pole and at the 
start of a lane, TL. SA until you come to the main A356 
road. Stop, if you wish, for refreshment at the PH on 
your L. The Old Stagecoach, formerly known as The 
Queens Hotel, was a welcome hostelry for many a 
weary rail traveller arriving at the nearby Crewkerne 
Station (actually the station is in Misterton parish). TL 
15m – cross road. Through a gate/stile and into Green 
Lane. To your R is a fine view of the former Crewkerne 
Grammar School standing proud over its town. 

2. At end of lane TR and follow hedge downhill 
through a muddy gap in field corner. Follow river 
downstream for 70m and cross it over a bush- 
surrounded  footbridge.  The  stream,  known  as  the 
Viney, forms the historic boundary of Misterton parish 
with that of Crewkerne. TL, over a stile and out into 
field. Follow river upstream for 500m – across stile, 
eventually you pass a spring-fed water trough. The 
wooded railway embankment comes into view on your 
L. Think about the effort needed to construct the 
railway embankment in the 1850s using men, pick and 
shovel – and horse and cart; and its effect on this 
picturesque valley. BR uphill on the livestock-made 
tracks. From the summit of the field you look down 
onto the vehicular railway crossing. In the days of 
steam a gate-keeper lived next to the line. His job was 
to check – using a hand-operated phone – there were 
no trains coming before opening the gates for motors
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or animals. SA to distant far corner of field, coming 
out onto Lang Road. TL, downhill 15m and over a stile 
in the RH side hedge. From here the FP runs in a 
straight line towards a pedestrian railway crossing. 
Care. Into the field beyond, over a stile, down a steep 
bank.   Care.  Over  the  stream  again  using  stepping 
stones.  Care.  The  marshy  area  in  which  the  Viney 
stream has its source here forms a circular hook of 
Misterton parish showing how parish boundaries had 
their origins in natural features. 

3. Uphill, double stile then single stile. SA towards 
gate where the FP crosses tarmac road to Henley 
Manor an ancient manor house which until recently 
formed the nucleus of an ICI demonstration farm for 
its fertiliser business. Cross road, over stile. Continue 
SA 300m until a gate/stile in hedge. TL. You are now 
on the Liberty Trail. Keep hedge to your L. After 500m 
stile takes you into a large plateau-like field. Looking L 
on a clear day you can see the Mendips (with a TV 
transmitter) in the far distance and, much nearer, a 
good view of much of the line of your walk. SA towards 
a stile next to clump of trees. Downhill towards 
Misterton’s Parish Church. Fine views of the church 
and the surrounding countryside. At foot of field 
follow wooden fence to gate/stile leading into Church 
Lane. TL and SA until you meet the main A356 road. 
Cross with care. Down the hill. Opposite the chapel TL

up some steep steps: these are known as Tunnel Steps 
as a house once stood over them creating a tunnel. 
Along the allotments where you gain some last views 
of the Misterton countryside over the cottage roof-tops 
and back to the CP and the Village Hall.

CP = Car Park  R = Right  L = Left  TR = Turn Right 
TL = Turn Left SA = Straight Ahead BR = Bear Right 
BL = Bear Left  FP = Footpath  PH = Public House
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Walk 5: 
The Misterton Village Walk 
Time: 1½ hours 

This walk takes you round the village and also briefly 
into the beautiful countryside in which Misterton is 
situated. 

1. Head for the short FP alongside the brick house to 
the right of the tennis courts. Cross the lane and SA. 
Note the imposing railway embankment to the left 
(constructed in 1857) and think about its effect on the 
village’s landscape. Cross the footbridge over 
Misterton’s stream and climb up the slight incline 
towards Silver Street. (The original name was Silva 
Street or Forest Way denoting Misterton’s Roman 
ancestry). SA following the FP through Packers Way 
(so named after the egg packing station on which part 
of the estate was built). BL through the Estate and the 
FP emerges onto Back Road. TR.  Extreme care as you

approach Misterton Crossroads. The wide verge on the 
far side of the Crossroads was once the site of a 
Tollhouse, demolished in the 1930s. TR. The small 
building on the L was once the villages Lock-Up – it is 
now a chicken-house. SA.  Extreme care. On the L is
Misterton’s Cemetery and Chapel. The landlord of the 
White Swan holds the key of the Chapel – a delightful 
little building, now only occasionally used. Refresh 
yourself at The White Swan – constructed in 1726. 

2. SA from the PH.  Extreme care before you join the
pavement opposite the village school (built 1876). SA. 
On the R you will see the WI Hall only one of 2 WI- 
owned halls in the whole of Somerset. Continue past 
Unity Lane and Misterton Garage. You are now in the 
village conservation area. SA until The Globe, another 
ancient alehouse. Opposite the PH was the village 
smithy until 1986 and alongside it is an old hamstone 
bridge across the stream. Continue SA past the Old 
Post Office and Bakery and up the hill. Cross the road 
before the corner. Extreme care. You will now pass The

Estate House – from which the Portman Estate once 
controlled land for many miles around Misterton TL 
into Church Lane. Glance over the gate to the L 
towards the fine Manor House the lawn of which was
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once the Village Green. SA towards the Church. The 
drive to the R leads to the Old Court House the oldest 
house in the village, dating from medieval times. The 
Church itself is refreshingly simple. It was constructed 
in 1840 replacing an earlier building on the same site. 
As you leave the church entrance TR following the FP 
as it BL. Ignore the first FP sign to the R. 

3. Over the stile and SA. As you go, glance back at one 
of the finest sights in Misterton – the Manor House and 
its cluster of once-associated buildings like the Coach 
House. SA following the FP as it gradually descends to 
a stepping stone bridge over Misterton stream which 
has its source close by. Cross the bridge. Care. SA 
towards a gate/stile – passing a series of badger setts. 
TL down Knowle Lane, a very ancient highway. After 
400m you will come to Three Gates (now only 2!) 
where you should take the FP to The Swan (Farm 
labourers once used this as a short cut!) BL across a 
field.  Care over/under electric fences. SA towards a 
gate. Over it TL – another splendid view of the village 
– and as you go down the field BR towards a gate/stile. 
On the L you will see the former vicarage – another 
fine hamstone building. Across the stile you come into 
Swan Lane. SA towards the main road. Care. SA down 
The Avenue passing a mixture of houses: those on the 
L are some of Misterton’s first council houses built in 
the early 1930s. TL and SA for 50m before you turn 
down Newberry Lane. At the foot of the Lane you 
cross the stream again and on the R you pass Dry Close 
another very old house (containing a priest hole) set in 
a wonderful garden. Up the hill, TL and into recreation 
field and back to the CP and Village Hall.

R =Right  L = Left  TR = Turn Right  TL = Turn Left 
SA = Straight Ahead BR = Bear Right BL = Bear Left 
FP = Footpath  CP= Car Park  PH= Public House
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THE COUNTRY CODE

Keep to public footpaths across farm land. 

Guard against all risk of fire. 

Leave gates as you find them. 

Keep dogs under close control. 

Please clear up after your dogs as there is a real 
risk of Neospora disease being passed onto 

cattle through dog faeces.  

Leave livestock, crops and equipment alone. 

Use gates and stiles to cross fences, 
hedges and walls. 

Do not leave litter. 

Help to keep all water clean. 

Protect wildlife, plants and trees. 

Make no unnecessary noise. 

Take extra care on country roads.


